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1.  It was ethnically diverse.   It was very different and fun.   He looked 
forward to it after basketball practice.    

 
2. There was no violence or gangs.   

 
3.  He was 10 years old.    

 
4.  

a. She was once gone for 2 days.   
b. She smoked up the money that they needed for food and 

used it for drugs.   
 

5. Terry’s mother eventually died from drugs.   
 
6. Positive forces included his friends that taught him about skate 

boarding, and the influence that skateboarding had over his life.      
Negative forces were the town he grew up in (Long Beach, CA), 
gangs, drugs and people that were around those things.   
 

7. Terry’s mother was a loving and caring person.  Drugs changed who 
she was.   It was like the “light switch” went off when she did drugs. 

 
8. The two choices Terry had were to  

a. Stay in the neighborhood, where he would be dead, go to jail 
or on drugs    

b. Choose to skateboard – “Skate past my neighborhood” 
 Terry chose his natural high, skateboarding.   
 

9. 
a. Surround yourself with good people 

 b. Be comfortable with who you are 
 c. Have fun 
 
10.  Open answer 
 
 


